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Name I wish to register interest in: 

 The Climate Change 2020 Leadership 

Project 

 The North South Solo Expedition 

sponsorship 

 Education sponsorship opportunities 

 Joining the online Climate Change 2020 

Leadership Network 

 Send a message of support 
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via our website at 

 

www.climate-change-solutions.co.uk 
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Climate Change Solutions Ltd, Garden Organic, Ryton, Coventry. CV8 3LG 

02476 21 7746 / 9     tony@climate-change-solutions.co.uk 

Climate Change Solutions Ltd is a not for profit company, limited by guarantee 

Registered in Cardiff.  Registration No: 4799590.  VAT No 825 1361 49 

The Challenge of Climate Change 

Climate change is one of the greatest threats to both UK and 
global security and prosperity. there is an overwhelming scientific 
consensus that climate change is happening, and that it is very 
likely to be primarily the result of human activity.  There is now 
almost 40% more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere than there 
was before the industrial revolution, a level not experienced for 
at least the last 800,000 years.  Consequently, the global 
average temperature continues to rise, and  2000–09 was the 
warmest decade on record since at least the 1850s. 
 
Without action to curb emissions, there is a very high risk of 
global warming reaching well beyond 2°C relative to pre-
industrial times. Such unmitigated global warming would 
increase the risk of accelerated or irreversible changes in the 
climate system, such as initiating melting of the Greenland and 
West Antarctic ice sheets, leading to major sea level rise, or the 
release of large natural stores of methane from oceans or 
melting permafrost, which could cause further warming.  The UK 
Met office’s Hadley Centre has produced an interactive map 
outlining some of the impacts that may occur if the global 
average temperature rises by 4°C (7°F) above the pre-industrial 
climate average. 
 
Government’s approach to avoiding the risk of dangerous climate 
change has at its heart the Climate Change Act 2008, which 
requires government to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 34% by 2020 and 80% by 2050–below the 1990 baseline; 
 
Doing this means change across the whole economy: 
•  in the way we generate our electricity, where we must see a 
dramatic shift away from fossil fuels and towards low carbon 
alternatives–renewable energy, new unsubsidised nuclear power 
and fossil fuel power stations fitted with Carbon Capture and 
storage; 
•  in the way we heat our homes and businesses, where a step 
change is needed in how well our homes are insulated and in the 
use of low carbon energy alternatives, such as heat pumps; 
•  and in the way we travel. this means better public transport, 
reducing emissions from petrol and diesel engines and moving 
towards alternative technologies such as electric vehicles. 

UK Carbon Plan 2011 launch by David Cameron, Prime Minister,   
Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Minister, Chris Huhne Secretary of State 
for Energy and Climate Change 

Becoming a low carbon economy will be one of the greatest 
changes our country has ever known.  But it is a change for the 
better, for our economy, our society, and for the planet.  This 
Carbon Plan shows how, together, we can make it happen. 
 
Around 17% of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions come from 
our businesses and industrial processes.  These emissions are 
produced in different ways, including from industrial processes 
or from heating – and cooling – office buildings.  In addition to 
heat-related emissions, greenhouse gas emissions are produced 
by chemical reactions in industrial processes, or from leaks of 
fluorinated gases from equipment like refrigerators and air 
conditioners. Making these processes greener and more efficient 
will be an important part of the move towards a low carbon 
future. 
 
The energy used in our businesses and in industrial processes 
will always be an important part of our economy.  The 
government is committed to improving energy efficiency to help 
deliver the UK’s climate objectives at the lowest cost.  The 
government will focus its support where there is a need to help 
business overcome barriers to investing in energy and carbon 
saving. By improving resource efficiency, using less energy and 
water and minimising waste, UK businesses could save around 
£6.4 billion per year – 1.9% of UK gross operating surplus 
(profit).  The government will work to take account of the 
nature of the commercial property sector (e.g. addressing the 
differences between domestic and commercial energy supply 
contracts) to ensure that businesses can benefit from the 
business element of the green Deal. 
 
‘Embracing a low carbon economy will be as momentous as the 
previous industrial revolutions with the shift from coal to oil and 
gas light to electric light.  It has the potential to give us the 
competitive edge in the new global economy. The scale of the 
challenge is extraordinary; we will need to reinvent the way in 
which we live our lives and the way our world works.’ 
                                                                                 
Charles Hendry 
Minister of State for Energy and Climate Change 
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